1st World War Brass Memorial Tablet in
Peniel Chapel, Ty Mawr Road in Deganwy.
This commemorates four members of Peniel
Chapel who died in the 1st World War ;
William Davies, John Elias Hughes, Llewelyn
Jones and Henry James Jones.

William Davies

William Davies was the son of Cornelius and Mary Davies, born about 1897
in Rhos on Sea, Denbighshire. Cornelius was from Llangynhafal in
Denbighshire whilst Mary was from nearby Llanrhos; they married in 1898.
Another son Evan Oliver was born in 1902 in Llanrhos. The 1911 census
show the family living at Bryn Hyfryd, Stamford Street in Tywyn,
Deganwy. Cornelius Davies worked as a Bricklayer whilst fourteen year old
William is described as a having no employment. His service record shows
that later he was a Carter.
William Davies died on 22nd April 1918 and is buried at Bouzincourt Ridge
Cemetery in Albert, France. At the time of his death he was a Lance
Corporal (service number 37176) with the 16th Battalion of the Royal Welsh
Fusiliers. Fortunately the service records for William Davies are complete!
William Davies signed up on 24th November 1915 at Conwy to the 20th
Battalion of the Royal Welsh Fusiliers (formed as a reserve battalion &
stationed at Kimmel Bay).On the 19th April 1916 he embarked at Folkstone
and arrived in Estaples, France to join the 16th Battalion of the Royal Welsh
Fusiliers to which he was posted to on 16th May 1916.
The 16th Battalion of RWF (part of the 113th Brigade, 38th Welsh Division)
took part in the Battle of Albert (1st to 13th July 1916), part of the Battles of
the Somme. Shortly after on 15th July 1916 William Davies was wounded
and spent time in hospital in Rouen. William Davies re-joined his unit on
16th September 1916.
In 1917 the 16th Battalion were involved in the ‘Third Ypres’ Battles,
particularly the Battle of Pilken(31st July to 2nd August).William Davies
appears to been given leave to the UK for 9th to 19th August 1917.
His service record notes that on 24th February 1918 William Davies was
suffering from the effects of shell ? ? (Difficult to read but presumably shell
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shock) and appears to been transferred to Boulogne (possibly to a hospital,
again difficult to read)
About a month later on 17th March 1918 he rejoined the Depot at Rouen and
by the 23rd March had rejoined his battalion in the field.
His service record then notes that William Davies either died in action or
died of wounds on or shortly after 22nd April 1918. His family did not have
confirmation of death until the October ; they knew he was missing but an
item in the NWWN dated October 3rd 1918 said that word had been received
that Pte Will Davies, RWF, of Bryn Hyfryd, Deganwy had died on April
22nd. Mention is made of the sympathetic reference made by the Rev. O.
Selwyn at Peniel Chapel where Will Davies formerly attended.
The 16th Battalion as part of the 113th Brigade took part in action in the
Ancre valley, near Albert. On the 21st April the 113th Brigade took over a
new stretch of the line from the 55th Division in preparation for a minor
affair on 22nd April.
The objective was to secure observation into the Ancre valley and the
operation was taken in conjunction with the 35th Division. It was gallantly
carried out by the 13th Battalion on the right, the 16th supported by two
companies of the 14th in the centre and two companies of the 14th on the left.
There was no preliminary bombardment and the troops left the trenches with
an ineffective barrage in front of them. The brigade suffered heavy
casualties but won a position from which the desired observation could be
obtained. Eight-six Germans were captured and six machine guns.
The 13th Battalion reached the given objective, a shell hole position; 70 were
killed and about 200 wounded. The 16th Battalion to which William Davies
belonged only succeeded in advancing some 250 yards with about 50 killed,
22 missing and about 160 wounded. The 14th Battalion made no appreciable
advance with 7 killed, 14 missing and 95 wounded.
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Counter attacks on the subsequent days, 23rd and 24th April were beaten off
(Ref: Regimental records of the Welch Fusiliers (23rd Foot). Vol III, 19141918).
There is correspondence sent to his mother, Mrs. Mary Davies which include
a letter concerning William’s personal effects (two letters & an identity disc)
sent in 1919, a receipt for William’s war medals (British war Medal &
Victory Medal) sent in 1921, a memorial scroll and plaque sent in 1920. For
the scroll and plaque you had to give the nearest living relatives of the died
soldier and the form shows his father Cornelius, mother Mary and brother
Evan Oliver; the form was counter-signed by the Minister of Peniel Chapel,
Rev. O. Selwyn-Jones.
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Medal Roll card for William Davies

1st page of Service record for William Davies

2nd page of William Davies’ service record

3rd page of William Davies’s service record

4th page of William Davies’s service record

5th page of William Davies’s service record

6th page of William Davies’s service record

7th page of William Davies’s service record

8th page of William Davies’s service record

9th page of William Davies’s service record

10th page of William Davies’s service record

John Elias Hughes

John Elias Hughes was the second son of Elias and Ellen Hughes, born in
1897 in Tywyn, Caernarvonshire. Ellen was from Tywyn, born there about
1872 whilst Elias was from nearby Gyffin in Conwy, born there about 1868;
they married in 1891.Their other children were Thomas (born in c.1892),
Jane Ellen (born in c.1896), and Mary Elizabeth (born in c.1899). In the
1901 census the family was living at 3 Brookland Terrace, Tywyn near
Deganwy; Elias Hughes is described as a general labourer. The family spoke
both Welsh and English (according to the census). In the next census of
1911 the family was living in nearby Bright Terrace, Tywyn. Elias Hughes
was working as a setter at Brick works and his elder son Thomas was a
general labourer. Also living with them was Ellen’s widowed mother, Jane
and their nephew Hugh Thomas Hughes.
John Elias Hughes died on 18th October 1918, killed in action, and is buried
at Busigny Communal Cemetery Extension (Grave ref. VI.C.7), northern
France. At the time of his death he was a Private (service number 25402)
with the 1st Battalion of the South Wales Borderers. The CWGC database
also shows that he was formerly with the Shropshire Light Infantry (former
service number 33038). An item in the NWWN of October 31st 1918 said
that Mr. Elias Hughes of 1 Bright Terrace, Deganwy had received
information on Sunday morning conveying the sad news that his son John
Elias Hughes, SWB, had been killed in action on October 18th and was
buried the following day. Suitable references were made at the Peniel
Chapel and Brotherhood meeting on Sunday of which Private Hughes was a
member. A further item in the NWWN of November 14th 1918 noted the
memorial service held by the Deganwy Brotherhood on Sunday afternoon in
memory of the late Pte. John Elias Hughes. Councillor G. W. Hyde presided
over a large attendance and Miss. Gwen Owen was the accompanist. Captain
Treleaven of Old Colwyn delivered an impressive address and the service
was terminated with the hymn ‘Lead Kindly Light’.

The only official record available is his medal roll card which says John
Elias Hughes was awarded the Victory and the British medal. As he was not
awarded the Star medal this would suggest that he did not see service in a
‘theatre of war’ before 1916.
In 1916 the 1st Battalion, South Wales Borderers fought in the 1st Division;
trench fighting in Somme in the winter of 1916, at Ypres in 1917 and the
breaking of the Hindenburg Line in 1918 (Battles of Hindenburg line 12th
September to 12th October 1918). The Hindenburg Line was a vast system of
defenses in northeastern France during It was constructed by the Germans
(using Russian PoWs as labour) during the winter of 1916–17. The line
stretched from Lens to beyond Verdun. After this offensive there was the
final push into Flanders including the Battle of the Selle (17th to 25th October
1918; see next page for details) in which the 1st Battalion, South Wales
Borderers were involved and it is most likely here that John Elias Hughes
was killed in action on 18th October 1918.
The Battle of the Selle, 17 – 25 October 1918, details from www.cwgc.org
By 11 October British forces had closed up upon the retreating Germans,
now hastily dug-in immediately to the east of the River Selle. Haig, sensing
the enemy’s near exhaustion, initiated a series of operations designed to get
British troops in strength across the river, and clear a way for a move against
the Sambre-Oise canal, a further five miles to the east.
After a six day halt for preparations and artillery bombardments Fourth
Army Troops attacked in thick mist at 5.20am on Thursday 17 October;
infantry and tanks, preceded by a creeping barrage, moved forward on a ten
mile front south of Le Cateau. The centre and left of Fourth Army forced
crossing of the river despite unexpectedly tenacious enemy resistance and
much uncut wire. Fighting was particularly fierce along the line of the Le
Cateau – Wassigny railway. The right of the attack, across the upland
watershed of the Selle, made most progress and by nightfall enemy defenses
had been broken and Le Cateau captured. Severe fighting continued on 18
and 19 October, by which time Fourth Army (much assisted by the French
First Army on its right) had advanced over five miles, harrying the enemy
back towards the Sambre-Oise canal.

Third and First British Armies (immediately to the left, north, of Fourth
Army) maintained the offensive pressure next day. In a surprise joint night
attack in the early morning of 20 October Third Army formations secured
the high ground east of the Selle. Following a two day pause, to bring up
heavy artillery, the attack was renewed on 23 October with a major
combined assault by Fourth, Third and First Armies; the fighting, which
continued into the next day, resulted in further gains.
The Battle of the Selle constituted a highly significant British victory:
considerable advances were made and over 20,000 prisoners taken.

John Elias Hughes’s Medal Roll Card

Llewelyn Jones

Llewelyn Jones was the son of William and Anne Jones, born in about 1896
in Conwy. Both William and Anne were from Conwy and married about
1876. In the 1901 census the family lived at Rathbone Terrace, Deganwy
and the 1911 census shows them living at 4 Park Terrace in Tywyn,
Deganwy. Llewelyn Jones was working as a shop assistant in a grocer’s
shop. At the time of signing up he was a ticket collector.
Llewelyn Jones died on 26th January 1917 and is buried at Amara War
Cemetery, at Amara near the River Tigris in Iraq. At the time of his death he
was a Private (service number 31505) with 8th Battalion of the Royal Welsh
Fusiliers.
He signed up on 5th September 1914 at Newport, Monmouthshire, possibly
to the Cavalry Reserve (service number 4329). Cavalry Reserve Regiments
were formed when the Army mobilised in August 1914. Men who enlisted in
the cavalry served with the Cavalry Reserve to carry out their basic training.
Many were not, however, posted to a cavalry regiment overseas but were
converted into an infantry or other corps before being posted abroad. On 15th
June 1915 he transferred to the Royal Welsh Fusiliers, 3rd Battalion. Later
that year on 28th August 1915 Llewelyn Jones was posted to 8 Med.X Force
.
His medal card indicates the ‘theatre of war’ first entered was the Balkans on
9th September 1915; most probably Gallipoli. The 8th Battalion had been
posted there in June 1915; presumably Llewelyn Jones joined them later.
His records show that he embarked at Port Said on 14th February 1916 and
disembarked at Basrah on 28th February 1916. After Gallipoli the 8th
Battalion had returned to Egypt and then the battalion was ordered to go to
Mesopotamia. After arriving at Basra the battalion started a journey up river
along the Tigris and arrived at Sheikh Saad on 15th March 1916.Here they
camped to wait for the rest of the division, and the order was to practice
bombing.

The 8th Battalion fought in the campaign to relieve the Anglo-Indian garrison
at Kut el Amara, but it surrendered to the Turks on 29th April. Summer heat
then put paid to further active operations until November 1916. During this
time Llewelyn Jones was admitted to hospital on 18th June 1916 and not
discharged until 7th October 1916.
In December the unit along with others began operations against Kut, with
skirmishes which cost six killed, missing or died of wounds, 10 wounded,
and 102 sick that month. The rainy season now intervened, until on 9
January 1917 the Battle of Kut formally began. They were in reserve during
operations to clear the Khudhaira Bend 9th -11th January, but the next
objective was to cut off the Hai Salient, a series of trenches across the River
Tigris from the town of Kut.
The 8th Battalion took over trenches opposite the Salient on 12th January and
strengthened these, digging in the rain and mainly at night to advance their
position ready for an attack. Their Brigade (the 40th) advanced the trenches
by 650 yards before 25th January when the attack began at about
9.35am. Attacking in three waves, despite an artillery bombardment they
suffered losses crossing No Mans Land and entered the enemy trenches
where bombers (grenade-throwers) were used to push forward. The Turkish
bombers counter-attacked, but by dusk the battalion had captured two lines
of trenches on a 1200 yard front. The 40th Brigade lost 14 officers and 282
Other Ranks casualties. The Battle of Kut ended on 24th February.
Llewelyn Jones died during this time on 26th January 1917, of wounds. It is
not known when he sustained these wounds but it is most likely it was
during this period of fighting. Apparently there was very little of medical aid
to the wounded soldiers here.

Llewelyn Jones’s Medal Roll Card

Llewelyn Jones’s Service Record

Llewelyn Jones’s Service Record

Henry James Jones
Henry James Jones was the son of Henry and Elizabeth Jones, born in 1886
in Bootle, north Liverpool (Bootle had a large Welsh population). Their
other children were John Owgen born in c.1885, Lizzie A. born in c.1890,
Thomas Charles in c.1892 and William Edwin in c.1897; all born in Bootle.
The last child, Gwendolen Dilys was born c.1905 in Deganwy so the family
must have moved back sometime after 1897. Elizabeth Jones (mother) was
born in nearby Bryn Pydew in c.1864 whilst her husband, Henry Jones was
born in Nant Glyn in Denbighshire in c. 1865. They married c. 1884.
The 1891 census shows the family living in Grey Street, Bootle; Henry
Jones was a ‘Timekeeper Man’. In the 1901 census the family was back in
North Wales, living at Bryn Seriol in Deganwy and Henry was a Builds
Merchant manager whilst his eldest son John was a clerk for a Builders
Merchant. By the 1911 census the family was living at Maelor on Glan-yMor Road, Deganwy. Henry was still a Builders Merchant manager, his sons
John was a Clerk and Henry James was a Forwarding Clerk & Traveller
whilst their younger brother Thomas was a General Clerk & Iron Monger!
Henry James Jones died on 11th April 1918 and is remembered on the
Ploegstreert Memorial (panel 5), Belgium. At present some 11369 men with
no known graves are commemorated at the Ploegstreet Memorial.
He was a private (service number 10295) in the 2nd Battalion of the South
Wales Borderers. His medal card indicates that later he was a corporal.
The only official record available is his medal card which shows that he was
awarded the Victory, British and 1915 Star medals. The card shows that he
entered the war on 23rd September 1914 in the ‘(5th) Asiatic ‘theatre of war’.
In August 1914,the 2nd Battalion, South Wales Borderers had nearly
completed two years of its tour at Tientsin, northern China which suggests
that Henry James Jones was in the Regular Army prior to 1WW. In early
August the Japanese entered the war and sent a division to capture the
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German port of Tsingtao. The 2nd Battalion landed at Lao Shan Bay on 23rd
September 1914 for operations in conjunction with the Japanese forces
against the German garrison at Tsingtao (ref www.rrw.org.uk ). On the 4th
December 1914 the battalion embarked at Hong Kong for Plymouth and
later billeted at Rugby. They were training for France when orders arrived to
prepare to depart for Gallipoli. They embarked at Avonmouth on 17th March
1915 to sail to Alexandria, then Mudros and landed at Cape Helles, Gallipoli
on 25th April 1915. Here they were involved in heavy fighting until the
evacuation on the nights of the 7th and 8th January 1916 when they returned
to France. In March they were sent to France, sailing to Marseilles and
travelling by train to Pont Remy area. Their first big action was on 1st July
1916, opening day of Battle of the Somme, fought through the Third Battle
of the Ypres in the summer & autumn of 1917. Then at Cambrai in
November & December earned what is perhaps their greatest honour in the
war.
The 2nd battalion served the rest of the war in France, helping to stem the
German offensive on the Lys in April 1918; here the 29th Division was
involved in the Battle of Estaires from 9th to 11th April 1918 (see details
below :Ref. Wikepedia Battle of the Lys). It is probable that Henry James
Jones was involved in this and was missing, presumed dead on 11th April
1918.
Battle of Estaires
The battle opened on the evening of 7th April, with a heavy German artillery
barrage against the southern part of the Allied line (between Armenti‚res
and Festubert. The barrage continued until dawn on 9th April. The Sixth
Army then attacked with eight divisions. The centre of the attack struck the
Portuguese divisions, which crumbled. The British 55th Division (south of
the Portuguese) pulled back its northern brigade and despite numerous
further attacks held its ground for the rest of the battle. The British 40th
Division (to the north) was outflanked and attacked from the rear and fell
back to the north.
Horne committed his reserves (1st King Edward’s Horses, 11th Cyclist
Battalion) to stem the German breakthrough but they too were defeated. The
Germans broke through 15 km of front and advanced up to 8 km, the most
advanced probe reaching Estaires on the Lys. There they were finally halted
by British reserve divisions.
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This action was one of the greatest defeats ever suffered by Portuguese
forces. The 2nd Portuguese Division, with approximately 20,000 men and
commanded by General Gomes de Costa lost about 300 officers and 7,000
men killed, wounded or taken prisoner.
On 10 April, Sixth Army tried to push west from Estaires but was contained
for a day; pushing north against the flank of Second Army, it took
Armenti‚res.
Also on 10th April, German Fourth Army attacked north of Armenti‚res with
four divisions, hitting the British 19th Division. Second Army had sent its
reserves south to aid First Army, and the Germans broke through, advancing
up to 3 km on a 6 km front, and capturing Messines. The 25th Division to the
south, flanked on both sides, withdrew about 4 km.
By 11th April, the British situation was desperate; it was on this day that
Haig issued his famous "Backs to the wall" order.
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