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A Walk around the Vardre

• Starting point for this circular walk is by the 
stile leading up from Maes Castell, 
Llanrhos.

• Walk then goes towards the Castle, across 
to Fatw & circles around the top of the 
Vardre in anticlockwise direction

• Map & directions are given at the end 
….print them out & enjoy the walk!



Looking to West Shore



Farms & Cottages
• Go back a 100 years ago & there were many 

more working farms & smallholdings around the 
Vardre. Today the main working farm is Ty’n-y-
Coed.

• Many of the old farms & cottages seen on or 
near to the Vardre are listed in the earliest 
census of 1841 and also in the Tithe Survey of 
1844.

• The name of these farms/cottages can 
sometimes be found on the old gravestones in 
St. Hilary’s churchyard.



Bryn Gosol

Bryn Gosol



Settlement earthworks north of Deganwy Castle

• To get the best view of the earthworks please go to the aerial shots on the 
Royal Commision on the Ancient & Historical Monuments of Wales 
www.coflein.gov.uk & see the page on Deganwy Castle.

• There is  a complex of earthwork features covering an area about 200m 
across on open ground north of Deganwy Castle .There are possible field 
boundaries together with indications of more organised enclosures and 
what appears to be a north-west to south-east lane or track passing south. 

• Settlement earthworks that may be associated with the thirteenth century 
borough or else with a medieval bond settlement or maerdref [Vardre].

•

www.coflein.gov.uk


Deganwy Castle



Deganwy Castle
• Once the seat of Maelgwyn, later Robert of Rhuddlan

rode out from here. As Castrum de Gannoc it changed 
hands, was rebuilt & destroyed throughout the 13th

century. The visible ruins are those of the castle & 
accompanying borough, built by Henry III in 1245-50 & 
systemically destroyed by Llywelyn in 1263. Some 
activity continued at this site & the borough was still 
active in 1305.

• The name attached to this area, the Vardre, suggests it 
was at some time a bond settlement associated with a 
local court

• Have a look at www.coflein.gov.uk …good aerial shots of 
castle & associated earthworks.

• Good account of history of Deganwy Castle on 
www.castlewales.com/deganwy

www.coflein.gov.uk
www.castlewales.com/deganwy


Deganwy Castle



Llywelyn Fawr
Stone Corbel found at Deganwy 

Castle, suggested to be a likeness 
of Llywelyn ab Iorwerth



Charter of Gannoc (Deganwy)1252

• On 21st February 1252 the Burgesses were granted by 
Henry III a Royal Licence to crenellate Gannoc; granted 
at Westmister.

• ‘Grant that the town of Gannoc shall be a free borough, 
and each of the burgesses of that town shall have within 
the said borough half an acre to build and make a 
curtillage and without the borough two acres of arable 
land for 2s. to be paid each year to the king's bailiff 
there, that is 12d. at Easter and 12d. at Michaelmas; and 
the said burgesses may enclose the said town with a 
dike and wall; and the shall have a merchant gild with a 
hanse and other liberties and customs therto pertaining.’

• Ref. Lyte.H.C.Maxwell(ed)1903 Calendar of Charter 
Rolls Vol 1. pp378-9



Earthworks south of Deganwy Castle

• Settlement earthworks that can be associated with the thirteenth century 
borough or else with a medieval bond settlement or maerdref [VARDRE]. A 
similar earthwork complex lies north of the castle. 

• The borough was founded with the castle in the mid thirteenth century. House 
plots or burgages, were to be assigned in 1248 & 1251, and a charter was 
issued in 1252. Each burgess or householder, was to have half an acre for a 
building plot in the borough and two acres of arable land outside. Something of 
the borough appears to have survived the destruction of the castle in 1263 to 
be attached to the new borough of Conway, chartered in 1284 (see NPRN 
33013). Weekly markets and annual fairs continued to be held and nineteen 
houses are listed in the 1305-6 Conway rental. 

• This is a complex of earthwork features covering an area about 200m across on 
open land south of Degannwy Castle (NPRN 95282). These mostly appear to be 
field boundary features. A north-south trackway crosses the area, continuing 
the line of a holloway leading from the castle entrance. This appears to be 
flanked by building sites and could be the borough street.

• Again go to the www.coflein.gov.uk website for aerial photos & more detail 

www.coflein.gov.uk


1WW Practice Trenches, 
The low sun-angle and snow-cover have worked together to outline more or less 
ancient archaeological detail on the hillside. To the left of centre, a long, sinuous 
ridge marks an old field boundary. Just above the centre can be seen the remains 

of practice trenches built during the First World War, and what appears to be a 
large area of ridge-and-furrow cultivation, but may be associated groundwork 

(c. Jonathan Wilkins)



Mulberry Harbour

Conwy Marina- site of the building of part of the  Mulberry harbour during the 
WWII– a temporary harbour developed in WWII to offload troops & cargo
during the Allied invasion of Normandy. Bangor born Hugh Iorys Hughes was 
much involved the design of the harbour, particularly the ‘Hippo piers’ & 
‘Crocodile units’.



Rhylolite outcrops

Ordovician in age. Igneous, volcanic, extrusive rock often formed when volcanic arcs are sub 
ducted under the continental shelf. Worth remembering that ‘Deganwy’ was in the micro 
continent of Avalonia in the southern hemisphere!



Fatw then

Courtesy of Gwyn Hughes



Fatw now



Deganwy Dock 2001



Deganwy Dock



Deganwy Dock (rather Quay!) now 



View of Tywyn
All Saints Church, Bryn Cregin & in the distance 

Vardre View Terrace (Pentywyn Hill)



A slightly later view of Tywyn



Tywyn, a bit later still!



Tywyn now



Old Quarry

SSSI site on account of the fossil content, 
(graphites). Mudstones & sandstones of late
Ordovician/ early Silurian age.



Pant-y-Fran 



Hollaway, leads down to Marl Lane



Bwlch & Bryn Tirion



Bwlch Farm Mine, Antimony

Was the mine about here?

Anybody know the position 
of the mine?

The site is a SSSI as it is 
the only place in Wales 
where antimony occurs.



Antimony

Little is known of its history and a clue to the date of 
working is an inscription ' Mine of Antimony' on a geological 
map of 1837. Lewis Samuel’s Topographical Dictionary of 
Wales of 1833 notes for the parish of Eglwysrhos ‘some 
spirited attempts have been made and are still progress, for 
the discovery of lead-ore [antimony] which is supposed to 
be abundant here; but a sufficient quantity has not yet been 
found to remunerate the adventurers’.



1900 OS map showing ‘old shaft’

Bwlch Farm Mine

OS map 1900



Bwlch Farm Mine
• The mine is listed in the 1896 Metalliferous Mines 

Regulation Act as an Antimony mine, owned by Thomas 
Barker of Plas Gogarth, Llandudno and employing four 
men underground. A further description of Bwlch Mine 
was given by Arthur Russell (1944, The Mineralogical 
Magazine, no 184) who examined the mine in 1940. He 
wrote that there was a single shaft, sunk on the vein, 
which had a short open cut adit leading to it. He was also 
informed that there were said to be two levels driven 
from the shaft in addition to the adit. The only ‘dump’
was around the shaft and A little further on the same hill 
there were indications of two further trials.



Maes Dolau & Plas Dolau



Remains of Caer Ddial



View towards Bryn Lupus Road



1864 map showing the older road across the 
Vardre & new road, Bryn Lupus Road

Road probably ran from about St. Anne’s 
Gardens towards Bryn Gosol FarmRoute of Bryn Lupus Road



Watch Tower
Brynia

According to George Lloyd, 
this tower was part of a chain 
towers along the North 
Wales coast, built under the 
direction of Sir Thomas 
Mostyn as means of warning 
the population of any sea 
raiding parties. The next 
tower is the church tower at 
Llandrillo-yn-Rhos, then at 
Abergele & then at Whitford. 
Llandrillo church can just be 
seen in the distance (look 
eastwards)



Watch Towers

View to Llandrillo-yn-Rhos Church 
from Vardre

Tower at 
Llandrillo-yn-
Rhos Church

Watchtower at Abergele,

Bryn Twr

Watchtower at Garreg

near Whitford



Looking across to the Vardre from 
the Watch Tower



Hollaway leading down to Maes 
Dolau & Plas Dolau



A Walk Around the Vardre 28th June 2012

• Starting point..stile near Maes Castell. The 
idea is to have a look at what else is on the 
Vardre apart from the Castle! 

• Behind us tucked away more modern 
housing is the farm Bryn Gosol

• To our right there are earthworks relating to 
the medieval borough (north side)

• Walking across to the castle & between the 
two hills . Walk thru castle.

• Dropping down the slope & across to the 
stile, 1st WW practice trenches up to your 
left & view of the ‘Mulberry harbour’ to your 
right

• Earthworks relating to the medieval 
borough (south side)

• Go across ‘valley’ to gate opposite & walk 
around to the  remains of Fatw

• Go to crest of hill & general view of 
Deganwy/Tywyn  & dock etc 

• Walk eastwards & have a look down on the 
old quarries

• Carrying walking round (path thru the gorse 
bushes) & look at Pant-y-Fran Farm 

• Carry on towards stile that leads down to 
Marl Lane, have a look at the Holloway

• Carry along ridge & look down to Bwlch & 
Bryn Tirion Farms

• Carry on round & look down at site of Bwlch 
Antimony Mine

• Look across to Ty’n-y-Coed, further over to 
Marl Hall, Bodsgallen & Gloddaeth

• Look at remains of Caer Ddial
• Walk up the little knoll to the right of Caer 

Ddial & look at another Holloway leading to 
Maes Dolau

• Look across to Maes Dolau & Plas Dolau
• Look across to watchtower
• Don’t go thru the gate but follow the fence 

along to the next stile (going back to starting 
point)

• Back to the start



Map for walk around the Vardre

Start here at 
Maes Castell


