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Deganwy Roll of Honour (Part II) 

In the course of researching the Deganwy men who fell during the Second World War, I 

chanced upon several men who also died in the 39-45 war but whose names are not on the 

memorial plaque at All Saints Church, but who had strong connections with Deganwy. It is 

unclear why they have been omitted from the tablet in the village church but hopefully this 

paper will go some way to redress that. 

 

 

Memorial tablet at All Saints Church 

 

There is still much to discover about these extraordinary young men who gave their lives in 

the Second World War and any information would be gratefully received, especially regarding 

their connections with Deganwy. 

I can be contacted at info@homefrontmuseum.co.uk  

 

Adrian Hughes   

mailto:info@homefrontmuseum.co.uk
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Donald Robert Baird 

 

 

 

Name Donald Robert Baird 

Rank Sergeant (Navigator) 1600016 

Regiment Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve – 12 Squadron 

Died 04/07/1943 aged 30 
Next of kin Son of Robert and Violet Baird of Mount Euryn, Albert Drive, Deganwy 

Memorial Buried Heverlee War Cemetery 

 Little is known about Baird’s early years but census returns reveal that the 
family lived in Porthmadog before moving to Deganwy. His father, a 
prominent Freemason, was a draper by trade. 
On the 3rd July 1943, Donald Baird was the navigator aboard a Lancaster 
bomber that took off from RAF Wickenby laden with high explosive and 
incendiary bombs to attack Cologne, Germany. The mission was a success 
but as the British bomber returned home it was intercepted and attacked 
by a German night fighter over Belgium and crashed near the town of 
Gembloux. Out of a crew of seven, only the Bomb Aimer survived – to 
spend the rest of the war as a prisoner in Stalag Luft 1. Donald Baird was 
initially buried, by the Germans, outside the perimeter of Le Culot airfield 
and then his remains were re-interred at Heverlee War Cemetery in 1947. 
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Harold Rolin Baker 

 

 

 

Name Harold Rolin Baker 
Rank Pilot Officer (Pilot) 107453 

Regiment Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve (Formerly Border Regiment) 

Died 07/11/1941 aged 23 

Next of kin Eldest son of Ernest Samuel and Jessie Helen Baker of Rye Cottage, 
Warren Road, Deganwy. Husband of Lily Elsie Baker of Andover, 
Hampshire. 

Memorial Buried Llanrhos (SS Eleri and Mary) Churchyard 

 Harold Baker was born in Scotland in November 1918 and attended 
George Watson's School in Edinburgh. On leaving he entered the 
Customs and Excise service. He enlisted in the Border Regiment at the 
outbreak of the war, and after a short time his potential was realised 
and he was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant. He later transferred 
into the Royal Air Force and was commissioned as a Pilot Officer in 
August 1941. It is interesting that his grave marker at Llanrhos is not a 
Commonwealth War Graves headstone. 
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Cyril Thomas Eaton 

 

Name Cyril Thomas Eaton 

Rank Flight Sergeant (Pilot) 1056198 

Regiment Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve – 70 Squadron 

Died 04/12/1942 aged 25 

Next of kin Son of William and Elizabeth Eaton of Deganwy 

Memorial Buried Tobruk War Cemetery 
 Cyril was born in July 1917, the son of William Eaton who owned a 

Ladies’ and Gentlemen’s Outfitters at the ‘Ye Olde College’ on Castle 
Street in Conwy. They also had branches in Llandudno and Colwyn Bay. 
After leaving school, Cyril worked in the family business. Both Cyril’s 
parents volunteered for civil defence duties on the ‘Home Front’ during 
the war; his father as an air raid warden and his mother with the 
Women’s Voluntary Service and was especially involved with evacuated 
children. 

 

 

Albert Potter Edwards 

 

Name Albert Potter Edwards 
Rank Marine PLY/X 101387 

Regiment Royal Marines – 5th Anti-Aircraft Brigade 

Died 06/03/1945 aged 30 

Next of kin Son of Walter and Margaret Edwards of Cranford, Warren Road, 
Deganwy 

Memorial Buried Schoonselhof Cemetery, Antwerp 

 Albert was born on Christmas Day 1914 in Conwy. Little is known of his 
early life but after leaving school he was employed as a glazier.  
Albert enlisted in the Royal Marines and by March 1945 was attached to 
an anti-aircraft unit tasked with defending the Belgian city of Antwerp 
against German V1 and V2 rocket attacks. Albert died of wounds. 
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Arthur Harold Hildreth Griffiths 

 

 

  

Name Arthur Harold Hildreth Griffiths 

Rank Commander 
Regiment Royal Naval Reserve – HMS Fiona (armed boarding vessel) 

Died 18/04/1941 aged 43 

Next of kin Husband of Stella Mavis Griffiths of Angorfa, Albert Drive, Deganwy 

Memorial Plymouth Naval Memorial 
 Griffiths was born in Liverpool in 1897 and joined the Royal Navy at a 

young age, serving aboard HMS Tiger from 1913; HMS Tiger was the 
most powerful battlecruiser of her time. He served on her as a 
Midshipman at both the battles of Dogger Bank and Jutland during the 
First World War.  
Commander Griffiths was also a member of Conway Yacht Club and 
owner of the auxiliary sailing yacht “Pameta” in which he and Mrs 
Griffiths often crossed from Conwy to the Isle of Man in. They had one 
son, John, who also served in the Royal Navy during WW2. 
In 1940, Commander Griffiths was given the command of HMS Fiona. 
The Fiona was formerly the steamship Juna which was requisitioned by 
the Admiralty at the outbreak of war, refitted as an armed boarding 
vessel and renamed ‘Fiona’.  
On April 18th 1941, the Fiona was in the port of Sidi Barini, having safely 
delivered hundreds of British troops into Egypt for the North African 
campaign, when she was bombed by Stuka dive bombers and sunk. 54 
men were killed including Commander Griffiths. 
Griffiths was posthumously awarded the Distinguished Service Cross 
and Royal Naval Reserve Officers’ Decoration for his “gallantry and 
undaunted devotion to duty” in the Mediterranean. 
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William Goulding 

 

 
RAF Memorial, Malta 

 

Name William Goulding 

Rank Pilot Officer 126580 

Regiment Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve – 242 Squadron 

Died 26/11/1942 aged 22 

Next of kin Son of John and Flora Goulding of Deganwy 

Memorial Malta Memorial 
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Andrew Norman Vernon Jones 

Name Andrew Norman Vernon Jones 

Rank Lieutenant 330239 

Regiment Grenadier Guards – 2nd Armoured Battalion 
Died 10/04/1945 aged 20 

Next of kin Son of Norman and Kathleen Jones of Albert Drive, Deganwy 

Memorial Buried Rheinberg War Cemetery 

 Andrew attended Sherborne School and this is the obituary which was 
printed in ‘The Shirburnian’ in July 1945: 
“It was with very heavy hearts that we heard towards the end of the Easter 
holidays that Andrew Jones had been killed in action in Germany. It was only 
last term that he had been down here for a weekend visit as cheerful and 
friendly as ever and it is very difficult indeed to realise that we shall not see him 
here again. My memory of Andrew goes back to the early days of the war, when 
he was a constant source of cheerfulness and encouragement through those 
most unhappy days. Nothing seemed to depress him, neither the gloomy 
situation on the various war fronts, nor the endless scrapes into which he was 
always falling with house prefects and masters. He took them all with the same 
imperturbable smile and grew up as we knew he would grow up into an 
extremely fine young man and into an extremely responsible and efficient 
house prefect. As to his courage there was never any doubt as anyone who had 
watched him in the boxing ring could verify for themselves. In fact quite recently 
another distinguished Old Shirburnian speaking to me about Andrew said as he 
ruefully rubbed a broken nose, "I shall always have this to remember him by." 
It is true that no-one who saw that particular contest is likely to forget it. There 
was very little mercy on either side. His outstanding characteristic was the 
extraordinary affection he inspired in everyone who came into contact with 
him, and it is interesting to see how these two qualities persisted after he left 
school. Here, for instance, is an excerpt from a letter from his Squadron-Leader 
in the 2nd Battalion of the Grenadier Guards: "I am sure knowing Andrew that 
he has told you very little about himself. But he did magnificently, and for one 
of his age, most remarkably well. His first battle, when he was leading the 
battalion, he was responsible for the destruction of two German guns in a place 
which wasn't best suited for tanks. I heard the whole battle in the wireless, and 
I know we were all impressed by his coolness and complete grip of the situation. 
He went from strength to strength and was easily the best troop leader in the 
squadron if not in the battalion. On the day he was killed, he was doing his 
utmost to help another tank which had gone too far and had got into trouble. 
That night, very late, it was almost two o'clock in the morning, I was duty officer 
and was walking and visiting the sentries. At one of the posts, a guardsman, I 
don't know his name and couldn't recognise him, asked me whether it was true 
that he had been killed. When I said - yes - he was silent for a long time, then 
he said, "I liked him, he was a good chap. I always drove behind him and I would 
go anywhere with him." It turned that this guardsman drove the carrier which 
always followed Andrew. He belonged to the first battalion, but he felt the 
same way as we all did. This was not written by an Old Shirburnian but by an 
Old Etonian, but it shows that he was talking of the same Andrew that we knew 
and loved so well at Sherborne.” 
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Douglas Morris Kennedy 

 
Name Douglas Morris Kennedy 

Rank Warrant Officer Class II 902067 

Regiment Royal Artillery - 69 Medium Regiment, Royal Artillery 

Died 15/04/1943 aged 23 

Next of kin Son of Thomas Kennedy and Lucy Kennedy, Brynford, St George’s Drive 

Memorial Buried Tripoli War Cemetery 
 Douglas was born in Australia and came to the UK as a child with his parents. 

He was a popular member of the Church in Wales and a chorister. He 
attended John Bright County School in Llandudno and was on the staff of 
Barclays Bank, before the war. A member of the local Territorial Army, 
Douglas was mobilised days before the outbreak of war. After initially being 
billeted in St Asaph his Royal Artillery battery were sent to Chipping Sodbury 
for further training. In May 1940, Douglas and the Royal Artillery joined the 
British Expeditionary Force in France and Belgium but after only two weeks 
were ordered to retreat to the port of Dunkirk and wait on the beaches to 
be evacuated back to Britain. The roads to Dunkirk were clogged with 
retreating British and French soldiers as well as civilians fleeing the 
advancing German army and, against orders, the 69th took a short cut 
through the village of Wormhout, 12 miles south of Dunkirk. Unbeknown to 
the local lads, Wormhout was held by a crack division of German soldiers and 
the Welshmen drove straight into an ambush. Douglas was one of the lucky 
ones who managed to get out of the trucks, and make his way to Dunkirk. 
The 69th were later sent to north Africa and played a prominent role in that 
theatre of war, unfortunately Douglas was killed in Libya in April 1943. 
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Harold Gervase Warren 

Name Harold Gervase Warren 
Rank First Radio Officer 1034850 

Regiment Naval Auxiliary Personnel (Merchant Navy) - HMS Forfar 

Died 02/12/1940 aged 53 

Next of kin Husband of Olive Warren, manageress of the Castle Hotel, Deganwy 
Memorial Liverpool Naval Memorial 

 Harold Warren was born in Derbyshire and spent much of his adult life at 
sea, in the Merchant Navy. He was temporarily seconded into the Royal 
Naval Reserve during the First World War as a wireless operator. In 1922 he 
married Olive Storr. 
Harold served aboard HMS Forfar, an Armed Merchant Cruiser. Forfar had 
been requisitioned by the Admiralty at the outbreak of WW2, having 
formerly been known as the SS Montrose and belonging to a Canadian 
shipping line. 
In the first week of December 1940, HMS Forfar was escorting an allied 
convoy across the Atlantic from Halifax, Nova Scotia into the port of 
Liverpool. 500 nautical miles off the Irish coast, Forfar was sighted by a 
German U-boat and sunk by torpedo. 136 men lost their lives including 
Harold Warren. 

 

 

 


