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World War Brass Memorial Tablet in
Peniel Chapel, Ty Mawr Road in Deganwy.
This commemorates four members of Peniel
Chapel who died in the 1% World War ;
William Davies, John Elias Hughes, Llewelyn

Jones and Henry James Jones.




William Davies was the son of Cornelius and Mary Davies, born about 1897
in Rhos on Sea, Denbighshire. Cornelius was from Llangynhafal in
Denbighshire whilst Mary was from nearby Llanrhos; they married in 1898.
Another son Evan Oliver was born in 1902 in Llanrhos. The 1911 census
show the family living at Bryn Hyfryd, Stamford Street in Tywyn,
Deganwy. Cornelius Davies worked as a Bricklayer whilst fourteen year old
William is described as a having no employment. His service record shows
that later he was a Carter.

William Davies died on 22" April 1918 and is buried at Bouzincourt Ridge
Cemetery in Albert, France. At the time of his death he was a Lance
Corporal (service number 37176) with the 16™ Battalion of the Royal Welsh
Fusiliers. Fortunately the service records for William Davies are complete!

William Davies signed up on 24™ November 1915 at Conwy to the 20™
Battalion of the Royal Welsh Fusiliers (formed as a reserve battalion &
stationed at Kimmel Bay).On the 19" April 1916 he embarked at Folkstone
and arrived in Estaples, France to join the 16th Battalion of the Royal Welsh
Fusiliers to which he was posted to on 16™ May 1916.

The 16™ Battalion of RWF (part of the 113" Brigade, 38" Welsh Division)
took part in the Battle of Albert (1% to 13™ July 1916), part of the Battles of
the Somme. Shortly after on 15" July 1916 William Davies was wounded

and spent time in hospital in Rouen. William Davies re-joined his unit on
16™ September 1916.

In 1917 the 16™ Battalion were involved in the ‘Third Ypres’ Battles,
particularly the Battle of Pilken(31* July to 2™ August).William Davies
appears to been given leave to the UK for 9" to 19 August 1917.

His service record notes that on 24™ February 1918 William Davies was
suffering from the effects of shell ? 7 (Difficult to read but presumably shell



shock) and appears to been transferred to Boulogne (possibly to a hospital,
again difficult to read)

About a month later on 17th March 1918 he rejoined the Depot at Rouen and
by the 23" March had rejoined his battalion in the field.

His service record then notes that William Davies either died in action or
died of wounds on or shortly after 22"® April 1918. His family did not have
confirmation of death until the October ; they knew he was missing but an
item in the NWWN dated October 3™ 1918 said that word had been received
that Pte Will Davies, RWF, of Bryn Hyfryd, Deganwy had died on April
22™. Mention is made of the sympathetic reference made by the Rev. O.
Selwyn at Peniel Chapel where Will Davies formerly attended.

The 16" Battalion as part of the 113" Brigade took part in action in the
Ancre valley, near Albert. On the 21% April the 113™ Brigade took over a
new stretch of the line from the 55™ Division in preparation for a minor
affair on 22" April.

The objective was to secure observation into the Ancre valley and the
operation was taken in conjunction with the 35™ Division. It was gallantly
carried out by the 13™ Battalion on the right, the 16™ supported by two
companies of the 14™ in the centre and two companies of the 14™ on the left.

There was no preliminary bombardment and the troops left the trenches with
an ineffective barrage in front of them. The brigade suffered heavy
casualties but won a position from which the desired observation could be
obtained. Eight-six Germans were captured and six machine guns.

The 13" Battalion reached the given objective, a shell hole position; 70 were
killed and about 200 wounded. The 16™ Battalion to which William Davies
belonged only succeeded in advancing some 250 yards with about 50 killed,
22 missing and about 160 wounded. The 14" Battalion made no appreciable
advance with 7 killed, 14 missing and 95 wounded.
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Counter attacks on the subsequent days, 23" and 24™ April were beaten off
(Ref: Regimental records of the Welch Fusiliers (23™ Foot). Vol III, 1914-
1918).

There is correspondence sent to his mother, Mrs. Mary Davies which include
a letter concerning William’s personal effects (two letters & an identity disc)
sent in 1919, a receipt for William’s war medals (British war Medal &
Victory Medal) sent in 1921, a memorial scroll and plaque sent in 1920. For
the scroll and plaque you had to give the nearest living relatives of the died
soldier and the form shows his father Cornelius, mother Mary and brother
Evan Oliver; the form was counter-signed by the Minister of Peniel Chapel,
Rev. O. Selwyn-Jones.
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2nd page of William Davies’ service record

i T TR T Ty TITF e
INFORMATION SUPPLIED BY RECRULT. H
‘Address of next of kin o~ Tl

ik
.. [

'y miﬂhﬁ-ﬁﬂ'_“'h i-.‘._.

ok e} 4
AT = Wy

o i
S b
¢ MU, o
I 3 i ]
i ¥ |
.._F e 4
- - 1,

e
¥
3
|- i 3 -
B
}‘t - Lofls
B -‘Sﬂhhﬂ
X
;
-ﬁ‘f 1-_ T
,'i-'l.' 1.'1 P

i - .:1. : | K. I"‘f'
Lk STATEMENT OF THE SERVICES. % 4 &
. ] e - ] i
] T Prometions, Esductions, | [ N F_Hr-r-h‘h_mi'- : v
- gl tdew, s, ] it f Ouee | o aring'ne T %m— I
gt : ]

Hi

'.
E
|
4Py t\:fi. *1‘.
TR
\ g | | Ly :
LR

1 o yoirs | daga
P Py e [

osTes || Pogigo I H

-




3rd page of William Davies’s service record
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4™ page of William Davies’s service record
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5™ page of William Davies’s service record
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6™ page of William Davies’s service record
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