St Mary’s Well Wildlife Garden
Visitors to St Mary’s Well may have noticed some changes in the area recently. Over the last
couple of months some members of the History of Deganwy Group have been working in the
well area.
In October 2020, one of our members noticed that Keep Wales Tidy was offering community
groups and organisations a Starter Package to create a Wildlife Garden. We applied, and
were successful in obtaining one of the packages to be installed at the well.
Over the course of the next two weeks the package was delivered to Ifor’s home, much to his
amusement. The package consisted of;
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bug and bee “hotel”
Bird feeders / habitat boxes
Raised bed (1.2m x 1.4m)
Trellis, support posts, and cement
Wildflower seed mix
Bulbs, plug plants, shrubs
Peat-free compost and topsoil
Hand tools

Under the supervision of Kevin and Arfon, several members met at St Mary’s Well before the
Coronavirus firebreak in November to plan for the location of the raised bed, trellis and other
items from the package. This was going to take time to prepare the ground, construct the
trellis and hopefully some dry weather too.

Initially, the bird feeders were installed on a couple of nearby tree branches and Ken Davies
has kindly agreed to keep them filled throughout the year. At least the work had started….

The team met again on 10th November to install the posts for the trellis. The ground was not
too difficult to dig out and the two posts were soon cemented in place. The following week we
met up for the construction of the raised bed, fixing the trellis to the posts, then, filling the
raised bed with top soil and compost.

The final task, distributing the plants and bulbs within the raised bed, ensuring each one has
room to grow was left to Arfon, and we all agreed he has done an excellent job. Now all we
need is fair weather, some sunshine and let nature take its course. Hopefully in the Spring
there will be a colourful display and the Wildlife Garden will bloom at St Mary’s Well.

Many thanks to everyone involved, it really was a team effort, specially in 2020 when the
Coronavirus made everything much harder to organise. It was good to be able meet up and
chat with other members of the History group whilst doing this task outside. Let’s hope we can
meet again soon for the group’s talks in 2021.

